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Excerpts from The
Na�onal Associa�on of
Direct Support
Professionals (NADSP)
statement:

"It is with deep sadness we
share with the disability
community that our friend and
colleague Dave Hingsburger
suddenly passed away on

July 18th in Toronto, Ontario. All of us at the Na�onal Alliance
for Direct Support Professionals join the countless advocates in
the disability rights community in mourning the loss of this
iconic figure and thought leader.

For decades, as a clinician, trainer and author Dave has been
an unrelen�ng and �reless advocate for the rights and freedom
for people with intellectual and developmental disabili�es. A
prolific writer, Dave was an early “blogger’ where he mused
daily about diversity, disability and difference with equal doses
of eloquence, humor and provoca�on. Over the years, he also
authored several books that have been used by genera�ons of
disability professionals across the world to help them
understand issues of humanity.

Dave was the founder and editor of the Interna�onal Journal
for Direct Support Professionals, a set of easy to-read, prac�cal
ar�cles for direct support professionals on a variety of topics
that are per�nent to their role in suppor�ng people with
intellectual disabili�es. Earning a loyal and growing following of
readers across the globe, every year Dave and his colleagues
published twelve issues of the journal in English, French and
Spanish. He also became a highly skilled interviewer with his
monthly “Let’s Talk with Dave” webinar series in partnership
with NADSP, where he interviewed the author of that month’s
publica�on and dove deeper into the topic in a talk show
format where once again, he showed his commitment, intellect
and incredible wit.

We also want to extend our love and support to Dave’s, best
friend, life partner and husband of 52 years, Joe Jobes. It is
impossible to reflect on Dave’s thousands of trainings, lectures,
and keynote presenta�ons at conferences across the world
without thinking of his biggest fan and supporter, Joe, who
could be seen at the back of the room laughing harder at
Dave’s jokes than anyone in the building.
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Whowill take care of the
disabled and elderly?
California faces
‘unprecedented’ labor
shortage
Before the pandemic, David Katz had his own

home with supported living services in Rocklin, a 12-minute drive away from where his parents live
in Roseville. He had been living there since 2016 with direct support professionals funded by the
regional center. David, 39, wanted to live on his own instead of with his parents, but he needs 24/7
supervision because, due to various aspects of his au�sm, he cannot be at home alone safely,
according to his mother.

The workforce for people with disabili�es includes personal assistance, home care workers and
direct support professionals, who provide services for individuals to lead full and independent lives.
Direct support workers help David learn how to manage his own home, go grocery shopping and
cook. Some things, like using a hot oven, David will always have to rely on others to do for him.

As the pandemic took hold, many families grappled with a shortage in the direct care workforce
caused by decades of sub-minimum wage rates. The average annual turnover rate for the direct
support professionals workforce was 45% even before the pandemic, according to The Arc, a
na�onal organiza�on advoca�ng for people with intellectual and developmental disabili�es. See the
complete ar�cle in the Sacramento Bee here.

https://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-alert/article252616588.html
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Time to Think
HSAVirtual
Gathering 2021

You can find more informa�on and
register for the event here.

HSAVirtual Training Ac�vi�es for Fall 2021
Person-Centred Approaches
• prac�cal tools and skills for discovering person-centred informa�on and ensuring people

have choice and control in their lives
• 5, 3-hour sessions over Zoom
• September 1,8,15, 22, 29 - 1-4 pm EDT
• $150 per person + HST (discount for groups of 5 or more)

The Impact of Language
• 1.5 hour session over Zoom
• October 12 - 1-2:30 pm EDT
• $25 per person + HST

Helping People Plan for Home
• Person-centred approaches to ensuring people have choice and control in their living

situa�on
• 4, 3-hour sessions over Zoom
• October 19-20, 26-27 - 1-4 pm EDT
• $125 per person + HST

Please contact barbs@hsacanada.ca to register for these courses or inquire about other op�ons.

https://whova.com/portal/registration/hsaca_202105/
mailto:barbs@hsacanada.ca

