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Introduction

This is an initiative to eliminate war by addressing the seeds of war.  Our country's current “war on terrorism” is closely connected to the control of oil supplies and the marketing of weapons.  This Initiative offers an outcome of peace nurtured by U.S. energy self-sufficiency and resource sustainability.

Why This Initiative Now?

The drums of war beat loudly at present. Quakers place a high spiritual value on peace. Respecting that of God in each person, Quakers cannot kill; Quakers seek, in our Testimony of Peace, to live peace. Our work for peace and against war takes many different paths, such as promoting mutual understanding between nations, protesting war by peaceful demonstrations, helping Conscientious Objectors to not participate in military conflict, and helping the victims of war.  In order to secure peace, all these activities must be joined with initiatives that eliminate the seeds of war.

What Are the Seeds of This Present War?

Seeds of war lie in inequitable distribution of resources, and the desire to acquire, use and control these resources. The control of energy resources and military conflicts are interrelated; we import oil and export weapons.

   Oil and weapons

Energy affects domestic and international policies.  US citizens represent only 4.5 percent of the world population (1), but consume 25.1 percent of the world total energy (2).  The United States is the largest importer of oil (24.4 percent of total world imports) and the largest exporter of weapons. In 1997 U.S. Arm exports were $31.8 billion. That was twice the arms exports from the United Kingdom, France, Russia, and China combined (3).   Saudi Arabia is the largest exporter of oil and the largest importer of weapons; this country imported military equipment for $11.6 billion in 1997 (4). 

The U.S. Defense budget was $261.4 billion in 1999, and this represented 32.8 percent of the world military expenditures. Military costs were $1,437 per capita in the United States, $571/cap in the United Kingdom, $426/cap in France, $411/cap in Russia, and $33/cap in China (5).  The proposed increase in US military spending for 2003 to $396.1 billion is equivalent to about 48 percent of total military expenditures in the world (6).   

The U.S. needs this military power to secure supplies of oil from foreign countries. People in foreign countries are wounded or killed, and their communities destroyed for the U.S. to get oil.  Young American men and women are wounded or killed in military actions abroad, not for freedom and democracy, but fighting for oil.

   Marketing weapons

To market weapons an enemy is needed; it is difficult to justify attacking friends. Since the end of WW II the world has witnessed many isolated wars. These limited but on-going military conflicts in various regions create a lucrative market for weapons.

The U.S. had the Soviet Union as an enemy but with its disintegration the reasons for maintaining a big military budget evaporated.  The U.S. sought a new enemy with little success until terrorists came along.  The "war against terrorists" is now being used to promote military buildup and the sale of weapons.  

Marketing weapons is causing inconsistency in U.S. foreign policy as it leads to supplying weapons to temporary friends who frequently become American enemies.   Following this transition from a "friend" to an "enemy", the US may then start a conflict and use new weapons to destroy those previously supplied weapons.

The US may supply weapons to two groups fighting within a country or to two countries at war against each other.  Then Peace Units of the United Nations, NATO or other international organizations are sent to establish peace. All three forces are then using weapons manufactured by the same producers.

Fear and insecurity generate strong support for the production of weapons. These motives are constantly stirred up in our country despite the fact that we live in a very safe place. Canada and Mexico are the best neighbors any country can ask for. Oceans surround the country on the east and west coasts. Between these two oceans is a vast territory with millions of people who are ready to defend their freedom.

   Terrorism

It is not simple to identify terrorism. Terrorists can be viewed as people involved in violent activities.  However, they can also be viewed as people fighting for freedom or justice.  Terrorists can be individuals, groups or countries. Declaring war on terrorists creates a perpetual market for weapons. Violence encourages more violence. An effective policy reducing the threat of terrorism would include sharing of resources, social equality and fair play in world affairs.

   Weapons and the National Economy

The industrial-military complex provides jobs for individuals, families and communities in the country.  It is perverse, however, in that these jobs are sustained by killing many people around the world. A lasting peace would eliminate any need for the production and marketing of military products.  Many industrial plants would close, no military research would be needed, and military bases would be eliminated.  

Quaker Peace Initiative

This Quaker Peace Initiative asserts that  the U.S. seeks, and in a reasonable amount of time, achieves, sustainable national energy self-sufficiency. This initiative has five major components:

   - Reliance on sustainable national energy sources

   - Development and management of an energy efficient transportation system

   - Decentralized, local production of energy by safe and renewable means

   - A major portion of the US defense budget be allocated to this initiative 

- U.S. establishes/honors/enhances international programs so that all peoples and nations                

   become energy self-sufficient using sustainable resources

Reliance on Sustainable National Energy Sources

The development and management of our sustainable natural resources can help us achieve energy self-sufficiency. Our productive farmland and forestland can produce energy and chemicals that we have been presently importing from oil rich world regions. Hydrogen fuels can be used.  Solar electric systems can be installed in urban and rural communities and in vast areas of our country to generate electricity.  Wind power and hydropower can be used to generate electricity. 

Energy Efficient Transportation

The transportation of people and goods can be designed and managed as an energy efficient system.  Our transportation system can consist of fuel-efficient vehicles, buses, and lightrail in communities and fast trains connecting all major areas.  Fuel cells can power motor vehicles. 

Local Energy

It is no secret that our current distribution system for electricity to many, if not most, urban centers are now operating at maximum capacity and cannot be expanded without massive expenditures, and the building of entirely new power corridors. The expense and displacement through the condemnation of existing  real estate for this purpose is staggering. Instead,  new industrial plants producing safe, renewable energy can be located in our communities.  

Benefits of This Initiative 

The overall benefits of this Quaker Peace Initiative are many and lasting.  There will be many new business opportunities  based upon the marketing of energy produced from national renewable resources.  New energy technologies can be exported to foreign markets. The environmental benefits of this responsible earth stewardship are tremendous. Socially, the equal allocation and distribution of energy resources greatly enhances the ability of all peoples to have enough food, shelter and security.

Because this major seed of war is eliminated, energy self-sufficiency will enhance our national security. Therefore, the defense budget can  be allocated to this energy self-sufficiency program.

A Quaker Vision for the United States

The United States will achieve energy self-sufficiency by responsible development and management of natural resources.  Rural communities and metropolitan areas will become energy producing regions. No military activities will be required to safeguard our energy supplies. Research facilities and industrial companies will develop and produce renewable energy systems and modern transportation systems. The U.S. will export new energy technology and modern transportation systems to other countries. 

The American economy will  prosper, and our country will have friends around the world.  The United States will become a leader and not a bully in foreign affairs.  The U.S. will cooperate with democratic governments not with dictators who have oil. 

Our country will respond to terrorism with measures combining international programs for environmental justice and social equality with defense preparedness. Our country will become a rainbow of hope and not a threat for people around the world.

We Can Do It

Oil is a finite resource; once used up, it is gone.  Sooner or later we will need to develop national renewable energy supplies to sustain our quality of life. We have to responsibly manage our natural resources and therefore we need to develop a modern energy efficient transportation system. We have to manage energy usage in all our life activities.  We have no other choice. 

Energy self-sufficiency is a patriotic act.  Our government may not have an understanding for this Peace Initiative.  This is unfortunate but can be expected.  Learning from the history of our country, it has always been people, not the government, who initiated the beneficial changes in our society.   The American people initiated the abolition of slavery, the civil rights movement, the women's equal rights movement, improved working conditions in industry, child protection legislation, improved environmental quality, protection of endangered species, protection of our natural treasures, anti-smoking policies, organic farming, food safety, healthy life styles, and sustainable living or renewable energy systems. 

In these ways, the American people have always provided leadership. Frequently they had to persuade the government to incorporate these changes into national policies and laws.  This will also happen with the Quaker Peace Initiative.  People will lead the government to the realization that energy self-sufficiency will obviate our dependence on foreign oil and eliminate this major contributor to unrest throughout the world. Our national security will be enhanced, our environment will be enhanced, and peace possible.  American citizens will lead their government in changing the culture of war and domination into the culture of peace and cooperation.
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